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another had not lessened' Ludwig's attachment.1 That touched
Ludwig, who was susceptible to every expression of personal
affection and love, particularly from the fair sex. He wrote a
cordial letter in reply which was answered in similar terms by
lanthe. 'I love to hear the nice affectionate "thou". For ever and
ever and always. Deine Alte.'2

Mariannina meanwhile received a letter from Munich giving a
detailed account of the King's relations with the beautiful English-
woman. She was beside herself with rage. As on previous occasions
it was Ghita who had to write to Ludwig in this delicate matter:
'How is it possible that this beautiful Lady Ellenborough, whose
scandalous history is known to all, could deceive and ensnare your
Majesty. . . . All this fills Mariannina with sorrow and shame, she
fears it will be assumed that she is in the same category as this
Lady.... I have never seen her in such a fury/3 But many moun-
tains and forests lay between these two women, and nothing
much could happen even if they were jealous of each other. Ghita
also described the precarious financial situation of the Florenzi
family and the necessity of saving them from 'complete ruin';
'Your Majesty must speak, act and write until at least something
has been achieved.'4

In spite of the beauties of nature, Ludwig felt lonely and
deserted at Ischia and became sad and melancholy.5 To be
regarded only as a King, from whom something could be obtained,
was not enough. He wished to be active, to associate with people,
and seek distraction:

'My being cannot tolerate repose,
Varied companionship I need of those
Who do excite my mood.'6

Then one fine day he met a charming woman, Louise von H.,
a pretty widow with a delightful daughter and a sister-in-law,
Charlotte von L. Mutual sympathy was at once established.
Frau von L. confided all her troubles to the King, who immediately
informed his wife of the new acquaintance.7 There is a remarkable
affinity between these women and myself. But the daughter would
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